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information given in these volumes is authoritative.
We may therefore believe it to be correct that
Smart was born (as he himself tells us, in The Hop
Garden) at Shipbourne, in Kent, on the nth of
April 1722, that his father was steward to the
nobleman who afterwards became Earl of Darlington,
and that he was " discerned and patronised " by
the Duchess of Cleveland. This great lady, we
are left in doubt for what reason, carried her com-
plaisance so far as to allow the future poet ^40
a year until her death. In a painfully fulsome
ode to another member of the Raby Castle family,
Smart records the generosity of the dead in order
to stimulate that of the living, and oddly remarks
that

dignity itself restrains
By condescension's silken reins,
While you the lowly Muse upraise.

Smart passed, already " an infant bard/' from what
he calls " the splendour in retreat " of Raby Castle,
to Durham School, and in his eighteenth year was
admitted of Pembroke Hall, October 30, 1739.
His biographer expressly states that his allowance
from home was scanty, and that his chief dependence,
until he derived an income from his college, was
on the bounty of the Duchess of Cleveland.

From this point I am able to supply a certain
amount of information with regard to the poet's
college life which is entirely new, and which is not,
I think, without interest. My friend Mr. R. A. Neil
has been so kind as to admit me to the Treasury
at Pembroke, and in his company I have had the